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Despite changes, college's role remains the same
In these times of continuous change and challenges
to higher education, it is not a bad idea to ponder
whether or not its fundamental mission has changed.
Most people accept that the main mission of colleges and universities is the transmission of knowledge. Whether that knowledge is used to learn
skills, get a better job, or simply for advancement of
intellectual growth, that is and has always been the
mission of higher education.
In ancient Egypt higher education was devoted
to teaching things that we would consider the basic
transmission of knowledge in primary schools today:
reading, writing and counting. These studies would
later lead to proficiency in both literature and mathematics. This training was exclusively offered to males
and evolved into copying religious texts for use in
temples. And since medicine at that time was closely
associated with religion, interest started to develop in
theology and medical practices. We see the production of the first textbooks in Egypt about 4,200 years
ago. Educated people formed part of the scribal class
and were given high status in Egyptian society.
In the Middle East education was practical in
nature and reserved to administrators of the state.
The Greeks developed a more open system of education aimed at free people (mostly males) for the sake
of knowledge itself, mostly in the areas of mathematics, music and astronomy. The Greek philosopher
Plato advanced the idea in the fourth century B.C.
that education should be public and obligatory and
that women should be allowed full access to it. The
ancient Greeks created the first known libraries and
the production of teaching materials, and for the first
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time connected teaching with research.
The Romans made advances in the areas of architecture, engineering and legal education.
Other cultures such as the Chinese and Islam also
made progress in higher education. A special mention has to be made to Qairouan University in Fez,
Morocco. It was founded in the year 859 by a Muslim
woman, Fatima al-Fihri and taught not only religious
but also secular knowledge. Today it is considered
the world’s oldest continuously operated educational
institution.
Sub-Saharan Africa also saw the development of
the University of Sankore in Timbuktu in what is
today the West African nation of Mali. Founded in
the year 988, it was located at the crossroads of major
commercial routes in Africa. At one point it contained
an extremely large collection of manuscripts, estimated at between 400,000 and 700,000.
European monasteries started to appear in the 4th
century, collecting books and making copies of them
for preservation purposes. Because monks were
about the only people capable of reading and writing,
the feudal lords of Europe asked them to educate
their heirs so they could become better administrators of their properties. As they opened their doors
to middle-class individuals – and the increase of
urbanization – trade started to flourish, and with

it the development of guilds. These guilds carried
the name “universitas,” hence the name university,
which we use to this day.
That is when we see the birth of the oldest university in Europe: Bologna, in what is today Italy in the
year 1088. With the invention of the printing press
in the 15th century, the transmission of knowledge
became wider, easier and more affordable.
Because of the increasing importance of universities, rulers started to provide protection to their
faculties and students, as occurred in Paris, Oxford
and Bologna. Later the protection extended to
guard faculty and students from the administrators
(chancellors) of their own universities for political
reasons. Universities gained more autonomy, but at
the same time students had to pay tuition in order to
maintain an increasingly larger and more complex
organization.
Lectures were based on readings and the teacher
made commentaries about them. Another approach
was disputation by which two or more people who
had read the material discussed it. The questions
to be discussed were announced in advance by the
teacher, and the first examinations took place at the
fourth year after which the student was promoted to
baccalaureus (garlanded with laurels). Two more
years and the student could achieve the master ’s
degree, allowing him to teach.
Faculty of the “liberal arts” taught the general
compulsory courses, what we call today general education. The teaching of languages such as Hebrew,
Arabic, Greek, and Chaldean (former Syrian) started
to flourish, while vernacular European languages,

such as English and French were, for the most part,
ignored. Because French was used in the British
court, however, that language was taught at Oxford.
That is why there are so many French words in
today’s English. History and literature were usually
neglected. The reason is that for the society of the
time, they found no use for either subject.
As we can see the roots of higher education is
almost as old as human civilization itself. Today we
may count with “smart classrooms” equipped with
the latest innovations in visual equipment, offer
on-line education, and other types of technological
novelties, but despite all these the mission of the
university remains the same: the transmission of
knowledge.
The other aspect that we need to remember is that
some fundamental tools to achieve that goal are the
same: teachers who are well-prepared when they
come to class, who are enthusiastic about their subject and about making sure that students learn things
beyond of what is written in textbooks.
What all this means is that education is a profound
human activity where human nature, from the sublime to the appalling, will always play a role.
When we look at it, higher education may have
changed in how knowledge is delivered, but it continues – and will continue to be for the foreseeable
future – a deeply human activity.
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college professor with leadership experience in higher education.
He can be contacted through his website at: http://www.
aromerojr.net
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Pictured are works, from left, by Laurinda Behrens, Edward English and Rhonda Gurgone.

Edwardsville Art Fair featured artists
The Edwardsville Art Fair 2016 is scheduled Sept. 23
to 25 in City Park.
The Intelligencer will regularly feature artists who are
entering the fair.
For more information on the fair, visit http://edwardsvilleartscenter.com/edwardsville-art-fair-2/
Artist: Laurinda Behrens
From: O'Fallon, IL
Artist Statement: My work deals with humans and
nature co-existing as one.
All of the world is God's creation. We must all share
the planet. Animals, plants, fish, birds, humans, and the
actual planet all must exist together or perish.
Whenever humans are having problems, their ?happy
place? is usually in nature. A walk on the beach or in the
park, outside planting flowers, we all return back to our

native roots, which is this planet, to find peace. We are
finding out that we must stop ruining our planet and
return to our roots.
The faces are called ?moons? by my clients, but these
?moons? are actually our human egos, happily returning
to nature. Roots, leaves and trees surround the ego and
in turn, the ego is content.
The egos that are floating are the humans that have
lost their attachment to nature and are no longer content.
Usually in therapy, tree drawings are used to interpret
what a person is subconsiously feeling about themselves,
but my trees are purposely drawn to show our connection to earth and the natural world.
Artist: Edward English
From: St. Louis, MO
Artist Statement: A large part of my work has a
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All of the proceeds raised at the festival will go to benefit the Mesothelioma
Applied Research Foundation, and High said both Global Brew and Gori
Jullian & Associates are aiming for high numbers.
“We’re looking to reach the $10,000 price point, proceed wise to donate
between sponsors and the proceeds from the event that we’re donating,”
High said.
Every year the event benefits the MARF; however, High said this event first
originated three years ago following Global Brew’s fall and spring festivals.
“Three years ago, we saw the opportunity to bring something that wasn’t
going on in this area, in terms of Edwardsville, a seasonal Oktoberfest celebration. We work with our local beer distributor who handles distributing
our German beer portfolio, collaborated our idea, put our knowledge behind
it, and created a new event for downtown Edwardsville,” he said. “It’s multifaceted. We obviously want to give back to the Edwardsville community. We
want to bring traffic downtown, we want to help boost the amount of visitors
that we have in this area, support our business, support local businesses as
well. For those who may not be familiar with Global Brew who stumble upon
the event, it’d be a good way for us to introduce our brand to them. We showcase over 200 different beers at the taphouse; this is an opportunity for us to
showcase 20 plus more in a different environment and associating our brand
with a good cause and fun activities.”
No outside food or alcoholic beverages are permitted in the park at the
time of the event. Dogs are allowed, but only if they are on a leash. The
Edwardsville Police Department will also be on-site to confiscate fake IDs if
necessary.
For more information about Global Brew’s Oktoberfest, search Global Brew
Edwardsville Oktoberfest on Facebook, or visit globalbrew.com.

common them of nature and serenity. I use art as a
way to escape the stress and demands of work. I look
to my art to find a place to escape. I am currently creating landscapes inspired both by the places where
I enjoy rock climbing as well as the places I go for
escape.
Being an art teacher is influential to my work as
well. Spending days with creative expressive children
only drives me to create more. Children enjoy mixing
media, and working with my young artists has taught
me to experiment with combining media in unexpected ways.
Based on this spirit of experimentation, I have
begun to work in soot, or smoke drawing, a technique
I learned from artist Ed Lohram. Using an oil lamp,
I apply a layer of soot to the drawing surface. Then,
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“In my recent memory, we have not had any particular
issues. The railways that go through Edwardsville have actually
decreased over the past several years, whereas a lot of the railways have been converted to bike trails, so we don’t have near
as many railways running through Edwardsville as we used to,”
Kohlberg said.
“It’s just an awareness that people should have that if you’re
not paying attention or again if you’re trying to circumvent the
gates to the railway crossing or not pay attention to the flashing
signals, it could have tragic consequences,” he added.
The Norfolk Southern still operates a line through Edwardsville
as it skirts the Watershed Nature Center on the north edge of
town. The Nickel Plate, Chicago Northwestern and Litchfield and
Madison tracks have been gone for years.
Most citizens are unaware of the dangers of railroad crossings
and trains, and Kohlberg said going forward, he hopes people
consider the risks and be mindful of their safety.
“Take it extremely serious. Do not walk along the railroad
tracks, don’t utilize that as a method for transportation, that’s
for trains only. Always be vigilant and pay attention whenever
you’re approaching a railroad crossing. Always check for a train,
even if the signals aren’t indicating there’s a train, in case there’s
a malfunction at the crossing. Always be vigilant and pay attention,” Kohlberg said.
For more information about Illinois Rail Safety Week, contact
the Edwardsville Police Department at 618-656-2131 or visit
www.illinoisrailsafetyweek.org.

using a variety of tools, I draw into the soot to create
a landscape. I have begun to add watercolor to these
landscapes as well, as I am drawn to how diverse and
adaptable this medium is. In addition, I like the contrast of its color with the dark grays of the soot.
Artist: Rhonda Gurgone
From: Palos Park, IL
Artist Statement: Every piece of jewelry I create is a
one of a kind piece with a antique button incorporated
in the design. Most of the buttons are over 100 years old.
I use semi precious stones, sterling silver,gold filled and
plated components in my designs. The pieces are rich
with history and it is provided at the time of purchase. I
also have a new line of wine and spirit bottle glass jewelry and do combine these glass pieces with the antique
buttons.
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Guilbeault then asked that District 7 and its students help support their Coins For a Cure drive that will take place the last week
of September.
“Every penny counts and will go to help find a cure for pediatric cancer,” she emphasized.
“Last year we raised over $100,000 for pediatric cancer – $25,000
of that being raised by the district.”
On behalf of the board, Edwardsville District 7 Board President
Monica Laurent thanked the Painting the Town Gold members for
their efforts.
“I know that I personally have learned a lot from your campaign,” Laurent said.
During the business portion of the meeting, the board unanimously approved the 2016-17 activity funds for the middle and
high school.
It also approved the disposal of verbatim recordings from board
of education closed session meetings that took place from Feb. 23,
2015, through March 9, 2015.
In addition, it approved executive session 2016 minutes from
Feb 8, June 20 and July 18 be made available to the public while
several 2016 executive session minutes remained closed to the
public due to litigation, personnel or student discipline.
Those that remained closed included Jan. 11, Jan. 25, Feb. 22,
March 14, March 28, April 11, April 25 and May 23.
Bills through Sept. 12 were approved in the amount of
$698,142.62.

